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UPLB Loyalty Day marks its 101st year on Oct. 10, 2019, 
this time, celebrated with the theme “Patuloy na 
tumutugon sa hamon ng bayan.”

This year’s jubilarians are alumni who graduated in the 
years ending in 4 and 9. They are led by the golden 
jubilarians, the Class of 1969.

The celebration will kick-off with the 
Loyalty Day Prelude, a salu-salo at the 
Barradas Airstrip in Tanauan, Batangas on 
Oct. 5. 

On Oct. 9, the UPLB Alumni Association 
will hold a general assembly, followed 
in the afternoon by the Alumni Awarding 
Ceremony in honor of outstanding and 
distinguished alumni awardees. The 
much-awaited music and merriment of the 
Alumni Fellowship Night will then follow.

On Oct. 10, bugle calls at 7AM will kick-
start the Loyalty Day Parade from the 
Carillon grounds to the front of the DL 
Umali Hall, immediately followed by the 
luncheon salu-salo at Baker Hall.

Other Loyalty Day activities are the UPLB 
Flower and Garden Show at the Senior’s 
Social Garden from Oct. 4 to 13, the 
Makiling Hike and Alumni Sportsfest on 
Oct. 6, and a trade fair exhibit from Oct. 7 
to 12 at the upper grounds near Baker Hall. 

HABITO

He set records in 1975 for graduating as 
the lone summa cum laude of UP and 
UPLB. Forty-four years later, he is making 
headlines once again in the local soil as he 
receives the highest honors from UPLB’s 
alumni body.

Dr. Cielito F. Habito, who rose to national 
prominence as the Secretary of Socio-
economic Planning and Director-General 
of the National Economic Development 
Authority from 1992 to 1998, is this 
year’s recipient of the highest UPLB 
Alumni Association (UPLBAA) award–the 
Presidential Award.

UPLBAA recognizes Dr. Habito for his role 
in helping craft sound economic policies 
for the Philippines and other countries 
in Asia-Pacific and Latin America, and in 
advancing economic and financial literacy 
through his writings, such as his regular 
op-ed column “No Free Lunch,” in the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

Dr. Habito is a professor at the Ateneo 
de Manila University and chair of the 
consultancy firm Brain Trust: Knowledge 
& Options for Sustainable Development, 
Inc. He earned his PhD and MA Economics 
from Harvard University and another 
master’s degree in Economics from the 
University of New England in Australia.

UPLB is not only his alma mater (BS 
Agriculture, major in Agricultural 
Economics). It was also in the university 
where he started to nurture his career that 
blossomed into one of the most respected 
in his field. He taught at the College of 
Economics and Management (CEM) from 
1975 to 1990 and was once chair of the 
Department of Economics.

Dr. Habito and 62 other awardees will 
be recognized at this year’s Loyalty Day 
Alumni Homecoming and Awarding 
Ceremonies on Oct. 9 at Baker Hall. 

The 62 are recipients of the following 
awards: The Outstanding UPLB Alumni 
Award or TOUAA (for 12 awardees); the 
colleges’ distinguished alumni awards 
(47); Nelia T. Gonzalez Service Award 
(for Dr. Feliciano Calora, Sr.); and The 
Outstanding Golden Jubilarian Award (3).

Two current chancellors of UP – 
Chancellor Michael Tan of UP Diliman 
and Chancellor Larry Digal of UP 
Mindanao – are recipients of TOUAA 
and CEM Distinguished Alumnus Award, 
respectively. 

Oct. 7 will feature a Football Clinic, 
a Job Fair at the Obdulia Sison Hall 
(formerly CEC), and the opening of 
the “Artfully Science” Exhibit in the 
Sining Makiling Gallery at the DL 
Umali Hall.

Those aspiring to learn more about 
handling and growing their finances 
may also attend an Investment 
Literacy Seminar on Oct. 8, also at 
the Obdulia Sison Hall. 

Class ’69 will lead a 
groundbreaking ceremony of 
their project at the back of Baker 
Hall at 9AM on Oct. 9.

The 2019 Loyalty Day celebration 
was officially launched on Aug. 
30 with a Golf Tournament 
at Mount Malarayat Golf and 
Country Club, Lipa City, Batangas 
hosted by Class ’69. (Jessa Jael S. 
Arana)

Eleven are active UPLB faculty members 
and researchers, namely: Myrna 
Carandang, Juan Carlos Gonzalez, Josefina 
Dizon, Desiree Hautea, Antonio Laurena, 
Layeta Bucoy, Benjamina Paula Flor, 
Patricia Ann Sanchez, Susan Aquino-Ong, 
Dixon Gevaña, and Apolonio Ocampo. Four 
have retired from service to UPLB, namely: 
Delia Mariano, Carmencita Mateo, Edralina 
Serrano, and Amelia Wagan-Tejada.

Past and present local chief executives will 
also receive trophies from their college 
AAs, namely: Mayors Rommel Gecolea 
(Cabuyao, Laguna) and Vincent Soriano 
(Pakil, Laguna), and former mayors Dahlia 
Ambayec-Loyola (Carmona, Cavite) and 
Alfredo Coro II (Del Carmen, Surigao del 
Norte, now vice mayor).

Ronald Mascariñas (Bounty Agro Ventures, 
Inc.), Maynoll Montalbo (Mont Albo 
Wellness Corp.), and Nazario Racoma 
(Traffic Supplies and Construction Corp.) – 
all TOUAA honorees – are exemplary in the 
field of business.

International alumni who have made 
their mark in their careers will also bag 
trophies, such as Korean rice breeder Kyu-
Seong Lee, Japanese social entrepreneur 
Katsuhisa Ota, and Thailand’s Maejo 
University Acting President Weerapon 
Thongma (a recipient of both TOUAA and 
CPAf Distinguished Alumni Award).

Alumni who have raised the Philippine flag 
in their international bases also comprise 
the roster of awardees, including Bangkok-
based diplomat Juan Carlos Borromeo; 
California-based bioenergy engineer 
Valentin Tiangco; and educators Mia Liza 
Lustria (Florida State University) and Celia 
Umali (Nagasaki University).

This year, UPLBAA also pays tribute 
to Avelex Amor, posthumous TOUAA 

recipient. Amor is a former doctor to 
the barrio and chief of Canlaon District 
Hospital in Negros Oriental before his 
demise in 2018.

Aside from the individual awardees, 
five families will also be recognized for 
having produced multi-generations of 
UPLB alumni. These are the Carandang, 
De Guzman, Luis, Mariano, and Mendoza 
families. A gallery of the awardees are on 
pages 2-4. (Mark Jayson E. Gloria) 








