
UPLB is calling its alums to visit and join 
in the 105th Loyalty Day celebration on 
Sunday, Oct. 8.

The theme of the celebration, “UPLB 
Alumni Moving Towards Sustainable 
Stewardship of Natural Resources,” 
recognizes the pivotal role of the alums 
in helping achieve the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and promoting 
inclusivity, sustainability, and resilience in 
the country and in Southeast Asia where 
most of its foreign students come from.

The university has steadfastly celebrated 
the Loyalty Day tradition for several 

years now. From one which 
commemorated that singular 
gesture of volunteerism by 
students and staff of the then 
UP College of Agriculture to 
fight on the side of the Allies in 
World War I, the observance of 
Loyalty Day today in UPLB has 
transformed into a celebration of 
the UPLB spirit of volunteerism 
and a recognition of the 
accomplishments and accolades 
of UPLB alums.

The celebration on Oct. 8, 
when most alums are expected 

to participate, will open with 
the Loyalty Day Parade at 7 am, 
followed by a luncheon salo-salo 
with the jubilarians at the Seniors 
Social Garden at 11 am. This year’s 
jubilarians graduated in the years 
ending in 3 and 8.

The 105th Loyalty Day Awarding 
Ceremony to recognize outstanding 
alums will be held at Baker Hall
at 4 pm on the same day. 

Between the schedule of the salo-
salo and the awarding ceremony, 
the alums and all UPLB constituents 

In a visionary endeavor to honor 
shared history, promote sustainability, 
and strengthen the bonds of the 
UPLB community, UPLB, through the 
Office of Alumni Relations and UPLB 
alums, are sowing the seeds of the 
Pili Drive Legacy Project. 

This is aimed at transforming the 
iconic Pili Drive into a living legacy 
adorned with pili trees. Individuals 
are invited to contribute by planting 
a pili tree of their own, symbolically 

This year's recipient of the UPLBAA 
Presidential Award is Arlene B. Arcillas, 
the mayor of Santa Rosa City, Laguna. 
She graduated from UPLB in 1993 with a 
degree in BS Biology (major in ecology).

Mayor Arcillas is the first woman to be 
elected as mayor of Santa Rosa. She 
served from 2007 to 2016 and from 2019 
to the present. She represented the 

and guests are also invited 
to the open house of the 
Organic Agriculture Research, 
Development, and Extension 
Center (OARDEC), “Halina! 
Makisaya, Maki-OA sa OARDEC,” 
from 10 am onwards at the IPB 
Compound.
 
Other activities have also been 
held, are ongoing, and will be 
held in the coming days. Please 
check the website of the UPLB 
Office of Alumni Relations for 
the schedule of these activities. 
(Albert Geoffred B. Peralta)

First District of Laguna in the 17th 
Congress of the Philippines from 
2016 to 2019. 

Her inclusive and participatory 
approach to governance has made 
her a productive and effective public 
servant. As city administrator, she 
optimized government processes 
to make Santa Rosa a booming and 

business-friendly city with easy public 
access to government services.

She spearheaded flagship programs 
and policies that promoted public 
health, nutrition, peace and order, clean 
environment, and sustainable use of 
natural resources. She also facilitated the 
establishment of the city's linkages with 
national and international agencies to 
secure development opportunities from 
them.

Under her leadership, Santa Rosa City 
consistently received the Seal of Good 
Local Governance from the Department 
of the Interior and Local Governance 
(DILG) from 2017 to 2019.

Arcillas has received multiple awards, 
the most prominent of which are the 
Presidential Lingkod Bayan Award from 

the Civil Service Commission and Office 
of the President in 2011 and the Bakas 
ng Parangal ng Kabayanihan from the 
National Disaster and Risk Reduction 
Management Council in 2012.

More recently, she was hailed Most 
Inspiring Public Servant and Pandemic 
Hero of the Year at the 4th Asia Pacific 
Luminare Awards in 2021 and received 
both the CALABARZON Nutrition 
Champions Award and the 2021 
UPAA Distinguished Alumna for Good 
Governance in 2022. 

UPLB has recognized Mayor Arcillas with 
a gumamela hybrid named after her. 
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis ‘Arlene B. Arcillas’ 
was launched by the Institute of Plant 
Breeding in 2011 as part of the Women 
in Public Service Series. 
(Jessa Jael S. Arana)

sowing a financial seed of 
Php100,000. These contributions 
will not only grant the privilege 
of planting a pili tree but will also 
play a pivotal role in nurturing the 
shared heritage of UPLB. 

The contributions garnered through 
the project will be channelled to 
the UPLBAA, to be used to restore 
and transform the historic Fronda-
Sison House situated on campus 
into a museum.

https://oar.uplb.edu.ph/news/loyalty-day-history-and-essence-revisited/
https://oar.uplb.edu.ph/loyalty-day/ld2023/
https://uplb.edu.ph/all-news/pili-drive-legacy-project-sowing-the-seeds-of-unity-change-and-growth-at-uplb/
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